
Tender loving care: UCOM will be composting and recycling 

most of its trash and reducing the amount that goes into  

landfills with a collaboration between Organicycle and Arrow 

Waste.  
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A means to 

fresh food:  

Because of you 

UCOM has put 

20 new 4x4  

garden boxes in 

the community. 

Now 50+  

families have 

access to 16  

different, fresh, 

vegetables 

throughout the 

summer.    

You are the reason summer is fun!  
 

UCOM has an exciting summer ahead with Growing 
Green Neighbors, a Community Carnival, and our 

Summer Learning Academy. Please consider donat-
ing one of the following items for our  

summer programs and pantry:  
 

 Children’s dictionaries 

 Small gardening tools and watering cans  

 Low sodium, low fat and gluten free foods 

 Math games (call us for details) 

 Drivers needed for field trips, bringing individuals to  

  the pantry and food pickup 

 Consider being a tutor for Homework House in 

  September  
 

Call Shawn at (616) 241-4006 for more info!  

Y 
ou spoke and we listened. UCOM recently took a 

giant first step toward becoming better stewards 

of the earth.  This past Earth day, April 22nd, 

after much research and due diligence, we decid-

ed to take the plunge and make a major push towards being a 

zero waste organization by incorporating building wide 

recycling and composting.  

   Thanks to a new collaboration with Organicycle, UCOM 

now has two large onsite compost receiving bins that are 

emptied two times a week.  The large scale row composting 

methods employed by Organicycle’s partners allow for all 

food waste to be composted safely, and effectively. These 

bins, along with a systems change and an organization wide 

culture shift, will eventually help bring our food waste down 

to zero. 

Listening to donors, improving the earth  

     In addition to our new composting efforts UCOM, for the 

first time ever, has onsite cardboard and single stream recy-

cling containers. The weekly pickups from our new onsite 

recycling means that UCOM will be able to save time and 

money that would be spent on small runs to the recycling cen-

ter, while at the same time dramatically increasing the capture 

rate of potentially recyclable materials. 

     But all these changes will be for nothing if we don’t also 

change the way we as an organization think about our waste. 

That’s why we are committed to educating our staff, volun-

teers, and neighbors about our new process and making insti-

tutional changes to spur our own growth. New trash and recy-

cling kiosks will be placed throughout the building and will 

include handy guides showing what can and cannot be recy-

cled and composted. Change can be a difficult and slow pro-

cess, but we are excited to begin our journey and with your 

support we know we are on the right track. 

     Tell us what you think of this new stewardship effort. 

Do you have additional advice to help your UCOM to be-

come more Earth friendly? 

Striving to be environmental stewards for future generations 
By Erik Keener – 
Assistant Executive Director  

Spring 2014 



 

Sustainability 
“Learn to do common things uncommonly well; we must  

always keep in mind that anything that helps fill the dinner 
pail is valuable.” ― George Washington Carver  

 
 

Through your dedication,   
support and altruism you  

help provide opportunities for our 
neighbors to become  

self-sustaining. Please pass this 
newsletter on to a friend.   

Wyoming 

turning green:   

A community 

garden plan is 

underway via 

collaboration 

between UCOM, 

Metro Hospital, 

and the City of 

Wyoming.  One 

of the most 

appealing 

aspects of this 

program is  the 

opportunity for 

renters to grow 

fresh vegetables.  

Three sectors, one mission: healthy food 

   What is required for a community garden? People. 

People to take responsibility for doing the work to raise their 

own food and food for others. People to provide a space for 

the gardeners to work. People with enough passion for sus-

tainable healthful food to invest financially in the effort. 

People passionate about growing green and providing  en-

couragement and inspiration for their neighbors to partici-

pate in  this productive process. 

   In time for planting warm weather crops, UCOM, Metro 

Health and the City of Wyoming plan to combine resources 

to empower our neighbors to “farm” in Marquette Park, not 

far from the UCOM offices. UCOM has already begun to 

poll our neighbors to see who would like to do some urban 

farming. As soon as a fence is built in the Park and a water 

source is installed, we will be ready to start the warm-

weather planting. 

     “Community gardening is a wonderful tool in building 

social connections and healthy lifestyles,” says Rebecca 

Rynbrandt, City of Wyoming’s Director of Community Ser-

vices, “hosting the garden in our local park, celebrates com-

munity pride and engagement while building value to the 

neighborhood.” “By working with UCOM and Metro Health 

By Bruce Roller – 
Executive Director  

Hospital we leverage expertise and maximize resources.” The 

City of Wyoming’s 5-Year Community Recreation Plan identi-

fies community gardening as desired by citizens. 

      As much as we love being here for people in their food 

emergencies, we are even more excited to offer gardening op-

portunities so that people can provide much of their own food—

cutting down on grocery bills and pantry trips, as well as show-

ing their children where food really comes from and having the 

satisfaction of producing healthful, organic food for their fami-

lies. 

     UCOM is honored to work with the City of Wyoming and 

Metro Health to provide another opportunity for our neighbors 

to provide for themselves and their families and to make our 

community a better place for everybody to work and live. 



Local organization recycles computers and rejuvenates souls  

By Erin Mann – 
Community Development Manager 

      This past year two donors made it possible for UCOM to 

acquire new computers and laptops. These computers help 

with our Summer Learning Academy and signing clients up 

for State of Michigan benefits.  

      Because of UCOM’s commitment to recycling and sustain-

ability, local nonprofit organization Comprenew was  where 

we obtained our refurbished operating systems.  

     Comprenew is known for helping the environment, but they 

also have had an immense impact on one of our Asset Based 

Community Development (ABCD) clients, Jeff. 

      Jeff is a long time volunteer for UCOM and was struggling 

finding employment. Jeff and I sat down and went over his 

resume. He worked an array of jobs from security, to the pro-

duction line at Steelcase. A question I always ask clients is, 

“What is your dream job?” He said, “Working on computers.” 

Without any formal training he was not sure if this was feasi-

ble. I said, “Anything is possible.”  

     I referred Jeff to Comprenew and he started volunteering. 

Jeff worked hard and stayed patient. After months of volun-

teering Jeff was hired onto Comprenew’s staff and has main-

tained his employment. Because of donors like you, Jeff and I 

were able to meet, create a goal plan, and figure out the steps 

Repair and refurbish:  Jeff not only has the opportunity to do 

his dream job, he has the opportunity to give back to the 

environment and community.  

needed to accomplish his personal objectives.  

     UCOM touched 80+ people’s lives in similar ways in 2013. 

This program is not funded by a large foundation grant or a 

government entity, it is funded by you. Please consider contin-

uing support so I can help more Jeff’s accomplish their life 

goals and become gainfully employed.  

 

Fostering self-sufficiency one person at a time 
Testimonials of how the Asset Based Community Development Program is working for our clients 

“When seeking employment in these challenging times, 
it certainly is encouraging to have someone to bounce 
ideas off of and discuss strategies.  During times of  
discouragement, it is nice to have someone ‘in the 
trenches’ with you in your job search.” -Brenda 

“This program has benefited me in so many ways. It has 
taught me to be patient when looking for a job. It also helped 

me build my resume to be professional. And to keep looking 
and don't give up if you can't find something right away. The 

program is wonderful to get into if you need help with job 
search. The case manager is a very wonderful person. She has 
taught me to never give up and to keep your head high and a 

smile on your face.” -Suzanne  

“Thank you for the personalized service you gave my clients 
while I was an outpatient therapist at Family Outreach  

Center. They gave me favorable reports about the care and 
attention you provided. Above all, they were impressed with 

your sincerity and believed that you truly wanted to help 
them find employment and attain their goals. My clients  

never complained that they were ‘getting the run-around.’  I 
am now the volunteer Job Coach at the Criminal Justice  

Chaplaincy and will refer ex-offenders to you for job  
assistance. Keep up the good work!” 

-Carl Butenas, LPC, CAAC 

"The case manager helped me create an  
OUTSTANDING RESUME. My resume got me 3  
interviews the first week I posted it on Monster.com"  
-Telesha  



Board of Directors 

Maureen Downer, President 
Michigan Works! 

Carmine Prangley, Treasurer 
Mercantile Bank 

Melissa Anderson, Secretary 
IRN Inc. 

Doug Donnell, Esq. 
Mika, Myers, Beckett and Jones 

 

Irene Hoskins  
Grand Rapids Public Schools, Retired  

Rebecca Rynbrandt 
City of Wyoming 

Mark Miller 
MI Dept of Community Health, Retired 

Gabriela de la Vega 
WYCE 

    

Please accept my donation in the amount of $  ___________                                            
        

             Name:                    
               
                      Address:                      
         
                     Phone Number:                    
         
                     Email:    

  
   UCOM makes it easy for you to donate at  UCOMgr.org  

  My friend gave me a copy of your newsletter,  
I would like to share “love” with our neighbors too.  

UCOM values individuals 

and builds community in 

southwestern Kent County 

by providing material and 

educational assistance to 

meet basic needs, improve 

quality of life, and promote 

self-sufficiency. 

MISSION 

United Church Outreach Ministry, Inc. 

1311 Chicago Dr SW 

Wyoming, MI 49509 

www.UCOMgr.org 

 

Tom Hyde 
Habitat for Humanity/Re-Store 

Lynda Sweigart 
Hope Network 

Rev. Peter St. Martin 
Second Congregational UCC 

Donna Allen  
Grand Rapids  Public Schools  


